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NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSES TASMANIA 

Election Priorities: 
2021 State Election 
Neighbourhood Houses seek additional 
funding to:

» off er place-based family support in 
local communities

» develop local food security strategies 
across Tasmania

Neighbourhood Houses Tasmania (NHT) is the 
peak body for the 35 Neighbourhood Houses 
across Tasmania. 

The Houses and NHT are all part of one 
united Network that works together as a 
whole to improve the wellbeing of Tasmanian 
communities. Houses use a community 
development approach to support local 
communities in ways that make a real 
diff erence in people’s lives.

Community development involves working in 
ways that empower individuals and groups 
to make change in their community on issues 
that aff ect them. It is an inclusive, fair and 
responsive approach to creating local solutions. 

We acknowledge and value the support 
Neighbourhood Houses enjoy from all 
major political parties through their ongoing 
support of the Department of Communities’ 
Neighbourhood House Program.

Community Support
With the impact of COVID 19 during 2020, 
Houses are experiencing increased demand 
for services and support, and are observing 
new and higher-level needs of participants. 

The specifi c needs currently identifi ed include:

» mental health support and referral

» access to nutritious and aff ordable food 

» human interaction and connection 

» digital literacy

» fi nancial stress 

» relationship breakdowns

» domestic violence increases 

» signifi cant housing stress.

Our ask:
To meet growing demands and more 
complex needs, NHT and Houses seek 
funding to create jobs and support 
communities, with an investment of 0.5 
FTE in each of the 34 state government 
funded Houses ($40,885.00 per House 
per year) to focus on place based 
workers with a specifi c focus on family 
and individual community support.
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An investment in Family and Community 
Support Workers based in Neighbourhood 
Houses would increase the capacity of the 
community to address issues such as mental 
health, addictive behaviours, and relationship 
breakdowns. Increasing place-based individual 
support will signifi cantly improve community 
resilience more broadly.

Food Security
We call for long term, meaningful support 
of Food Security Programs.

A recent survey of Houses showed:

» 82% provided low cost meals to local 
community in the last 3 years 

» 95% have community gardens providing 
fresh produce, and building skills and 
knowledge

» 50% of existing food security programs in 
Houses rely on short term grant funding

» 74% use core funding or fundraising to 
meet needs

We need:

» long term funding for addressing community 
food security

» a strategic and planned approach

» support of proven successful programs

Houses deliver a wide variety of inclusive 
programs and have diverse partnerships to 
respond to community needs.  

Houses are delivering place-based programs 
and responding to local needs and are in 
a strong position to support the PESRAC 
recommendations, namely:

» Recommendation #31 Food Security states: 
the Food Security Strategy currently being 
prepared adopts a place-based approach to 
community food security models and not a 
‘one-size-fi rst-all’ approach.

» Recommendation #35 Place Based Recovery
states: the State Government and its 
agencies should actively seek out and 
fund community-led, place based recovery 
activities, prioritising increased community 
connection including collaboration across 
existing community organisations.

We encourage you to visit the NHT website 
to read further detail about our concerns 
and requests:

» NHT Budget Submission 2021-22

» Child & Youth Health Strategy submission 
2021-22

» Creating Community Food Security 
through Neighbourhood Houses

Support local communities across Tasmania 
by supporting Neighbourhood Houses.

Recent UTAS research reveals the 
percentage of Tasmanians experiencing 
food insecurity rose to 26% or about 
130,000 people from pre-pandemic 
levels as low as 6%.


