
Neighbourhood Houses 
Tasmania

Conference, 2019.

Cormac Russell: It Takes A Village. 
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ABCD Institute, 2013



A Shout-out!

•Waterbridge Community Pantry. Jordan 
River Service (including Waterbridge) 
have two houses in Bridgewater and 
Gagebrook. 







1. How valuable do you plan on this 
conversation being?
2. How engaged do you plan on being?
3. How much risk do you plan on taking?
4. How much do plan on investing in the 
learning and wellbeing of the others in your 
community?





Six Building Block

• Gifts, Skills and Passions of local residents

• The power of local associations

• The resources of institutions

• The environmental assets

• The economic resources

• The cultural assets (stories of the place)
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Kulin



Europe-
wide 
Heatwa
ve

August, 2003 -70,000 
heat-related deaths
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• Our Learning Sites in the UK include: Bristol, Croydon, 

Kirklees, Leeds, Gloucestershire, Thurrock, Lichfield, North 

West -Manchester, Wirral, South Ayrshire and Fife.

• Outside of the UK we have a strong presence in East 

Africa: Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan. We have also worked 

in South Africa and many other countries around the world. 

Our Learning Sites

1. Ayrshire & Arran

2. Bristol

3. Fife

4. Gloucestershire

5. Kirklees

6. Leeds

7. Lichfield

8. North West (Trafford)

9. Thurrock

10.Torbay

11.West Croydon

12.Wirral

Our UK Learning Sites



City of Karratha 

City of Launceston 
Dorset Council

Shire of Kalamunda 

City of Stirling 

City of Wanneroo 

City of Onkaparinga 

City of Charles SturtShire of Murray

Parramatta

Gosford City Council

City of Wyndham 
City of Whittlesea 

Sunbury 

Bass Coast Shire Council

National Network of ABCD Community Building 
Learning Sites 









©
 C

o
p

yr
ig

h
t 

N
u

rt
u

re
 D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t,
 2

0
1

5



Share a story about a time you 
and your neighbours joined 
together to make things better. 
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Coffee Break
2:30-3pm 



How to grow a movement

How to grow a movement



How to grow a movement

1. Keep it mother-sized

2. Be clear what you are for

3. Find a border hound!

How to grow a movement



How to grow a movement

1. Heckle from the rooftops

2. What would your grandmother do?

3. What harm will my helping do to 

community?

Three nuggets - Mendelsohn



A power sharing system
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Emalia Romagna



Opzoomeren Movement
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What courage do we need to grow 
the by space in 2020? 

What dilemmas will we face?



Day Two: Learning Conversations 
& Asset Portraits
September 26th



• Kilkee Story





Learning Conversations

•What do you care about enough to act on?

•What local resources can you tap into?

•Who else can you invite in?



Asset Portraits


