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Dear Recovery Partners Network members, 
  
I’m writing to provide an update from the State Control Centre on recovery-related issues. 
  
COVID-19 Safe Workplaces Framework 
For many of you, a major feature of the last few weeks will have been preparation of your COVID-19 Safety Plan. 
These plans will help keep workers and the community safe and I acknowledge the effort you’re all going to in 
support of that objective.  
  
The framework is made up of three parts: 

• Minimum standards, which will be introduced by next Monday 15 June 2020 and be in place for six 
months. It will be mandatory for workplaces to meet these minimum standards. 

• Safe Workplace Guidelines, which are a practical guide on how workplaces in different sectors can meet 
the minimum standards and can be used to help complete your safety plan. 

• Safety Plans, which each workplace should prepare as a way of demonstrating how it is complying with 
the minimum standards. 

  
More explanation about this framework, as well as a huge range of resources to help you meet the minimum 
standards, are available on the coronavirus, WorkSafe Tasmania and Business Tasmania websites.  
  
However, if you have questions about the framework, which guidelines or templates are relevant for your 
workplace, or the details of your safety plan, or if you need any other support in preparing your plan, WorkSafe 
Tasmania is available to help you through its Advisory Service – go to 
www.worksafe.tas.gov.au/advisoryservice or call 1300 366 322.  
  
For those in the community services industry, TasCOSS is also providing valuable support, including some ‘how-
to’ guides available here. 
  
Safety plans for volunteer organisations 
I know the COVID-19 Safety Plan process has posed particular challenges for organisations that rely heavily on 
volunteers. We understand the importance of keeping volunteers safe and ensuring they are appropriately 
supported to develop and implement safety plans. WorkSafe Tasmania has undertaken to provide some 
additional advice and support in this space. I will be in touch separately with those of you who have raised this 
with me. If you have not already been in touch but are interested in this issue, please contact me or WorkSafe 
directly. 
  
Vulnerable people 
The Recovery team in the State Control Centre is doing some work to inform and support people who are at risk 
of severe illness from COVID-19 (often referred to as ‘vulnerable people’), in consultation with Communities 
Tasmania and Public Health Tasmania.  
  
Under current restrictions, vulnerable people are encouraged to continue to stay home and protect their health, 
or take extra precautions when out and about. This advice applies to: 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 50 years and older with one or more chronic medical 
conditions 

• People 65 years and older with chronic medical conditions 
• All people 70 years and older 
• People with compromised immune systems 
• People with a disability, if you have received medical advice to do so. 
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The work currently underway is focused on trying to: 
• understand how vulnerable Tasmanians perceive and manage risks associated with COVID-19; 
• develop messages that inform and empower those who are at risk of serious illness associated with 

COVID-19; and 
• identify and work with partners to assist with dissemination of the messages. 

  
As a first step, interim messaging has been prepared for the coronavirus website, to help inform those who are 
at increased risk of severe illness about managing the risks associated with COVID-19 (e.g. ongoing monitoring, 
safeguards in the event of outbreaks, who is at greatest risk, how to manage people coming to your home, how 
to manage risks when leaving home, etc.). Work is also ongoing at the national level to accurately identify who is 
at increased risk of serious illness from COVID-19. I will keep you informed as this work progresses. 
  
I also acknowledge that the process of developing COVID-19 Safety Plans has given rise to questions from 
organisations and business about the safety of employees, volunteers or clients who may be at risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19. Again, this is an issue WorkSafe Tasmania is aware of and I encourage you to contact 
WorkSafe in the first instance if you have questions about vulnerable people in your workplace. 
  
Coronavirus website updates 
The coronavirus website (coronavirus.tas.gov.au) is being constantly updated to reflect the most up-to-date 
information on COVID-19, safety, restrictions and support.  
  
I particularly want to note that we are in the process of updating the information available about support 
services, such as emergency relief for households and communities, and financial services and support. We are 
working on making sure these pages are easy to navigate, accessible and have all the appropriate information, 
including making it easier for people who have never accessed support services before to find out how to do so. 
Keep an eye on the website if you’re interested. 
  
Roadmap to Recovery 
Tasmania has now moved to Stage Two in the lifting of restrictions. I hope this easing has offered you all some 
opportunity for respite and recreation. As always, if you have questions about the restrictions or information 
about the impacts of, or needs arising as a result of, restrictions, please contact me.  
  
PESRAC 
Since I last wrote, the Premier’s Economic and Social Recovery Advisory Council has established its own website. 
It includes detailed information about the Council’s work plan and consultation activities, which I encourage you 
to have a look at. 
  
The Tasmania Project – get involved 
The Tasmania Project is an initiative of the University of Tasmania, designed to gather information from 
Tasmanians about life during and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. The findings will be summarised and 
published as a resource for those making decisions in response to the pandemic.  
  
UTAS is seeking participation of as many Tasmanians as possibly in surveys and/or interviews and it goes 
without saying that the bigger the sample size, the better the information will be. The current survey is open 
until midnight next Wednesday 17 June. To participate and spread the word, go to utas.edu.au/tasmania-
project.  
 
 Contact us on recovery issues 
Thank you again for continuing to provide information to the State Control Centre on current and anticipated 
issues and needs in the community. As always, please contact me about recovery issues, including any of the 
issues mentioned above, at recovery@dpac.tas.gov.au or phone 03 6232 7135 
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